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Warmth Throughout

W	 What images are evoked when you think of the word home? Maybe Mom is making dinner in the kitchen. 
Perhaps you snuggled warmly in your bed, or welcoming hugs when you walk through the door. When a person 
decides to build a home, there are so many factors to think about- budget, design, location- the decisions are endless. 
But in the end, priorities always shine through. For some, having lots of room is most important. For others, that man 
cave or garage is a priority. For the owners of this stunning 3,800-square-foot Craftsman-style home, the priority was 
clear: family. In every space, and in every decision, being mindful of family helped keep the focus clear, and Steve 
Zietz of Zietz Builders was there to make it happen.
	 “It’s important to listen to everything the customer says,” says Zietz. “I am the person they deal with, and I’m 
involved with every aspect of the build.” The homeowners originally wanted to downsize to a ranch. Some of their 
children had moved out, and they thought that a ranch would be a better fit for them. Working with Zietz, they real-
ized that a one and a half story home was a better solution: they could have all of their living space on the main floor, 
but room for lots of grandkids on the second story without making the footprint of the house too large. The four bed-
rooms and six baths fit perfectly. 
	 The welcoming spirit begins with the exterior of the home. The taupe board and batten siding that looks so natu-
ral nestled in the mature trees around the home is complemented by the stone accents grounding it. The impressive 
nature of the house really hits you when you walk in the front door.   The remarkable entryway is flooded with natural 
light from the large window over the wooden double doors. There are hand-scraped hickory floors throughout the 

“Home is the nicest word there is.” -Laura Ingalls Wilder



194MichiganHomeandLifestyle.com

RE
G

IO
NA

L 
FE

AT
UR

E 
 | 

 Z
eit

z 
Bu

ild
er

s 
REG

IO
NAL FEATURE  | Zietz Builders 

195 SPRING 2017

main level, and from the foyer, you see the impressive hickory 
stairway. To the left, through French doors sits the office with 
striking hickory flooring, trim, and wainscot finishes. To the right 
are the custom made arched doorways leading to the main living 
space. “We do a lot of arches in the homes that we do; it lends an 
air of elegance,” says Zietz. The homeowners agree. They love 
that the home can still have an open concept with the arches dif-
ferentiating the rooms.
	 The kitchen is a special place for these homeowners, a place 
where memories are made, so it had to be perfect. Must-haves 
for the homeowner: a Dutch door leading to the sun porch, and 
windows and French doors that look out onto the beautiful land-
scaping. It’s the builder’s favorite part of the house, too. “This 
large kitchen and eating area lead into the great room; it’s perfect 
for family gatherings,” he says. Details like a boxed down ceil-
ing with rounded corners in the dining room and the uniquely 
designed coffer ceiling with a lot of crown molding that ties into 
the custom archways, make the home a standout.  “The houses 
we build don’t have to be big and fancy, but they’re always cus-
tom,” says Zietz. The homeowner loves to cook and bake, so the 
substantial island with a quartz countertop is ideal. But when the 
grandkids arrive, they take it over, and there’s enough room for 
all six to color and have their “hors d’oeuvres”-   Ritz crackers 
with peanut butter. Good thing the clean-lined, white custom cabi-
netry is easy to wipe down. 
	 For the fireplace, the homeowners wanted a softer look with 
real stone, and they absolutely love how it turned out. Zietz did 
all the work himself. For such an intricate project, he didn’t want 



RE
G

IO
NA

L 
FE

AT
UR

E 
 | 

 Z
eit

z 
Bu

ild
er

s 

196MichiganHomeandLifestyle.com 197 SPRING 2017

REG
IO

NAL FEATURE  | Zietz Builders 

a stone mason hurrying the process. The beautifully chiseled stone 
is a creamy off-white “seashell” color and invites you to sit down 
next to the fire and stay for a while. The custom cabinetry on each 
side gives a place for family photos and a television, for relaxing 
movie nights.
	 The master bedroom is a haven, with a master bath to match. 
A large soaker tub is in the center, with his vanity on the left, and 
hers just a smidge (about three times) bigger on the right, a walk-in 
shower completes the oasis. The quartz countertops, tile floors, and 
large windows are icing on the cake. This is one of six bathrooms 
throughout the home.
The loft and the finished lower level round out the home. The three 
bedrooms upstairs are always ready for sleepovers with “Gaga,” 
what her grandkids call her, and the large casual sitting area at the 
top of the stairs has beanbags with a grandchild’s name embroi-
dered on each. “It’s all about how creative you can make it and 
how well you can build it,” Zietz says. This is obviously a well-
built home for the generations.
	 Zietz says, “My demand for excellence starts with what the 
customer can’t see in the finished home: the foundation, water-
proofing, framing techniques, insulation, and the energy efficiency 
testing. There is only one opportunity to get these things right.” 
These qualities make the home inviting from behind the scenes. 
It was important for the homeowner to have a welcoming, warm 
home. Because, as she says, “What I love most about my home is 
who I share it with.”  And that is a warm sentiment indeed.  q
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Steve Zietz, 
Zietz Builders, LLC
Zietz Builders was founded by Steve Zietz 
in 1999.  With 40 years in the industry, 
and as a third generation builder, Zietz 
believes in the power of experience.  
        With a commitment to quality that 
only a hands-on approach to each job 
can bring, Zietz Builders stands out from 
the rest.  He believes that building isn’t 
just about what you see – it’s about what 
you don’t see as well (the foundation, 
waterproofing, framing and insulation, for 
starters).  It’s not just the pretty exterior 

and amazing home design that makes a great home; it’s every detail that 
counts! Every Zietz-built home bears the mark of quality inside and out.
        With Zietz Builders, you have the assurance that each and every detail of 
your investment is being treated with the utmost importance and expertise 
because we listen to our customers, paying attention to their every want and 
need. You will find Zietz Builders a refreshing change from the rest.  
        Zietz is the current president of the Home Builders Association of Saginaw 
and a proud member of the Home Builders Association of Midland. He is 
also the current chairperson for the Parade of Homes Committees for both 
associations. 
        Married for over 33 years with two children, Zietz values his family above 
all else and strongly believes in the importance of “making memories” with 
his friends and family.  He is proud of his 48-year tenure as an Eagle Scout and 
enjoys being in the outdoors.
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:
2788 S. Thomas Rd., Saginaw, MI 48609 
(989) 274-2535  |  (989) 274-2536  |  ZietzBuilders.com 
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Designers’ Touch Decorating Center

   
Darlene Thelen • Bob Jarabeck Jr. • John Farrand

Amy Pilon
8362 Midland Rd., Freeland, MI 48623

989-695-8090 
dtdecorating.com

Financing Available • Stop in for more information

Designers’ Touch Decorating Center

Professional advice for all your flooring needs!

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwood - Ceramic - Counter Tops - BlindsCarpet - Vinyl - Hardwood - Ceramic - Counter Tops - Blinds

DESIGNERS’ TOUCH DECORATING
Designers’ Touch is proud to be associated with Steve Zietz and 
Zietz Builders, and to work with their new homeowners on all their 
decorating needs.
        Designers’ Touch has a knowledgeable staff with more than 90 
years’ combined experience. Bob Jarabeck, Darlene Thelen, Amy Pilon 
and John Farrand have a great passion to create comfortable and 
inspiring home interiors, giving each new client special attention, 
expert decorating advice and experienced installation.
        Our selection of carpet, hardwood, porcelain and stone, window 
blinds and Cambria countertops gives us the tools of the trade to turn 
your house into a home. Designers’ Touch is also proud to be associated 
with a network of other flooring stores from around the nation to bring 
us the best selection, better quality, and lower prices.
        Congratulations to Steve Zeitz for building a wonderful home and 
thank you for allowing Designers’ Touch Decorating to work with you 
and your homeowner.
(989) 695-8090 | DTDecorating.com

FERGUSON BATH, KITCHEN 
& LIGHTING
Step into a Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting 
Gallery and you’ll immediately be inspired 
by what you see – beautifully displayed 

WHOLESALE 

 
ELECTRIC

EST. 1960

PROUD DISTRIBUTOR OF
KICHLER LIGHTING

LEFT: THE EMORY COLLECTION
Chandelier 43706 CLP

Sconce 43375 CLP

705 E. MIDLAND ST. 
BAY CITY, MI

PH: (989) 893-7577
WESBC.COM

For the Personal Attention 
and Customer Service 

 
You Won't Find Online!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM FOR ALL 
OF YOUR LIGHTING NEEDS

 Re-Invest in your Community
Support Small Business!

WHOLESALE ELECTRIC
Wholesale Electric is the Tri-City’s electrical superstore, welcoming 
the most demanding homeowners, decorators, electricians and 
contractors.  We are Northeastern Michigan’s source for the latest and 
most exclusive designs, styles, colors and trends in decorative lighting 
produced by the industry’s leading manufacturers.
        One visit to our showroom and it is clear that we are a step beyond 
the big box stores.  Ours is a stunning collection of light fixtures and 
an extensive inventory of electrical supplies for both residential and 
commercial applications—inside and out.  No 
matter the size of your project, you are assured 
friendly and helpful customer service.
        We have two state-of-the-art Lighting 
Laboratories, where our specially trained 
lighting consultants can demonstrate lighting 
techniques and special effects in a unique, 
controlled environment.  Time spent here can 
be immensely helpful in creating a custom, 
comprehensive lighting layout that defines 
your individual taste and style—especially 
for those planning to build a new home or 
perform major remodeling.
        So, for lighting solutions that are 
functional, yet distinguish your home or office 
as different, unique, and apart from the next, 
rely on the staff at Wholesale Electric Supply 
… for the personalized service and expertise 
you won’t find On Line!  Re-Invest in your 
Community … Support Small Business!
(800) 875-1457  |   Wesbc.com

LIGHTING FIXTURES

FLOORING

KITCHEN & BATH FIXTURES
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9am – 7pm

SUNDAY 
11am – 5pm

SVSU RYDER CENTER

HOME 
AND

GARDEN 
SHOW

2017

MARCH
25 & 26

WWW.HBAS.ORG

RIVER CITY TILE AND STONE
River City Tile and Stone has been serving the Central Michigan 
region since 2001, providing builders, contractors, designers, and 
homeowners with professional sales and services related to ceramic 
and porcelain tile, and natural stone. Our large showroom represents 
tile and stone from around the world. We specialize in bathrooms and 
kitchens, but are equally comfortable and experienced in commercial 
applications and installations. With over 32 years of experience, we 
believe that there is absolutely no substitute for quality - from product 
to design and technique. It has been our pleasure to work with Zietz 
Builders. We share a common commitment to excellence.
(989) 820-4635

lighting, appliances, and bath and kitchen products from today’s top 
brands. From exquisitely designed bathroom displays with functioning 
showerheads to full kitchens with working appliances, you can explore 
a variety of design styles ranging from classical elegance to bold 
contemporary. Ferguson’s wide range of products lets you make multiple 
selections at a single showroom, which streamlines budgeting and 
makes the building process more efficient. 
        Yet, ask customers what brings them back time and again and they’ll 
say it’s the people. Ferguson’s product experts have years of industry 
experience and are extremely knowledgeable about design trends, 
product selection, and the building and remodeling process. They also 
stay involved throughout the entire building process and ensure the 
right product is delivered during the right stage of the project.
        Ferguson’s passion for customer service is easy to see after just 
one visit to your local showroom. Walk-ins are welcome; however, our 
product experts take pride in personalized service, so appointments are 
highly recommended. 
(800) 638-8875  |  FergusonShowrooms.com

TILE
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